
Through the Week of November 5, 2017 
 

Readings: Rev. 7:9-17; Ps. 149; Eph. 1:11-23; Matt. 5:1-16 
 

Cross Training: Culture Connections Session: Prayer and Economics 
 

 

Sermon Notes for “Living our Identity & Authority” 
 
14 “You are the light of the world. . . . 16 let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven. 

Light = Identity—Given Relationship to our Father in Heaven 

Shine = Authority—Delegated Responsibility from the King in 
Heaven 

To really “Live” means to “Let your light shine” 
You “ARE” Light, so Shine  

• Ephesians 5:8—“For you were once darkness, but now you 
are light in the Lord. Live as children of light…” 

 

• Ephesians 1:11-23—“Included in Christ” by hearing and 
believing/trusting and being “marked in him with a seal, the 
promised Holy Spirit” (v. 13) 

 

“Light” grows stronger and “Shines” brighter as we’re 
“enlightened” to “KNOW”—by experience—(v. 18): 

• The Hope to which we’re called (v. 18) 
• The Glory of the company we keep (v.18) 
• The Power in and for us who trust (v. 19) 

“Hope” and “Glory” = Revelation 7 

• “Saints” = people of all kinds (v. 9), immersed into the identity 
and authority of the Lamb (v.14-17) 

• “Glory” = participating in the glory of God and receiving the 
compassion of God 

Power = 2 Corinthians 4:5-10 

• It’s not “about” us, but it is “revealed in us” (v. 7, 10) 
• Analogy of the Jack-o-Lantern:  

o “Emptied” to bear the Light 
o “Opened” to Shine the Light 

  



Home Group Questions 
 

Connecting with Each Other 
1. Consider sharing a story of Loving or Being Loved that came out of 

last week’s experiences. 
 

2. Consider sharing a story of God’s provision that came out of 
reflecting on “Give us this day our daily bread” or receiving 
answered prayer. 

 

Connecting with God’s Word 
1. As you reflect on last weekend’s Sermon or Cross Training session, 

what one idea or illustration stands out as being particularly 
helpful, insightful, or difficult to grasp? 

 

2. What’s one thing from last weekend’s Cross Training session or 
Sermon that you hope we talk about as a group? 

 

3. Consider this quotation from Abp. Michael Ramsey about “saints”. 
How might Fr. Nathan’s comments on Knowing by Experience 
God’s Hope, Glory, and Power relate to this quotation? How 
might scripture qualify or confirm it? 
“What are the saints like? How do we characterize them? It is not being 
virtuous that makes a saint: the Pharisees were very virtuous, they and 
their virtues needed conversion. It is not doing good in the world that 
makes a saint; he does often good, but so do many people whom we would 
never call saints. It is not success in the practice of religion which makes a 
saint. I expect you and I are pretty religious; but our religion, like every 
other part of us, needs converting. No, the saint is one who has a strange 
nearness to God and makes God real and near to other people. He 
embodies the parable of the corn of wheat that falls into the earth and 
dies. His virtues do not make him proud, for he is reaching out towards a 
perfection far beyond them and is humbled by this quest. His sins and 
failings, which may be many and bitter, do not cast him down, for the 
divine forgiveness humbles him and humbles him again. He shares and 
bears the griefs of his fellows and he feels the world’s pains with a 
heightened sensitivity; but with that sensitivity he has an inner serenity of 
an unearthly kind which brings peace and healing to other people. This 
strange blending of humility, sorrow, and joy is the mark of a saint; and 
through him God is real and near.”  

 

Connecting with the Week Ahead 
1. Do you need deepened experience of Hope, Glory, or Power this 

week? Pray daily for this to grow and watch for how our Father may 
bring you opportunities to “see” and “be” Light. 

 

2. Is there an adjustment of perspective or practice that comes out of 
tonight’s discussion of Cross Training? Ask another person to pray 
with you to see that adjustment begin and deepen this week. 


